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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Status 

1 . Claims 44-62 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. Claims 44-45, 48-49, 53-54, 57-59 and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Meeker (US pat. #5,742,034) as stand in the previous Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. Claims 46 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meeker 
in view of Wagner (US pat. #3,878,51 1) as stand in the previous Office action. 

4. Claims 51 and 60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meeker 
as stand in the previous Office action. 

5. Claims 47 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meeker 
in view of Bentley (US pat. #6,529,723) as stand in the previous Office action. 

6. Claims 52 and 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Meeker 
in view ofNishijima (US pat. #5,915,069) as stand in the previous Office action. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed 9/18/06 have been fully considered but they are not 



persuasive. 
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1) Meek (US 5742034) on col. 4, lines 45-53 discloses that the “system” generates via 
communication port 154 any one or more reports, in which col. 4, lines 14-21 further defines 
such communication port 1 54 as “an RS-232 or RS-485 input/output communication por t or 
jack coupled to the PC board so that the system can be interfaced with an accounting system 
or computer for convenient determination of status and preparation of reports. Each of a 
plurality of the safes can thus be interfaced with the office of the chief cashier or financial officer 
for supervision and control .” Thus Meek clearly claims a communication interface 154 
interfacing through a network to an external device at the chief cashier or financial officer office, 
whereby such network is “external” to the “safe”, since the external accounting system or 
computer having such features as disclosed is more than a mere “peripheral device” as argued by 
applicant. Furthermore, RS-232 communication ports are known for interfacing an external 
network and can be used with a modem (Maria et al. US 6,092,1 10, col. 6, lines 64-67; Pascucci 
et al. US 6,1 15,713 col. 26, lines 33-46 are hereby provided only as evidence in validating 
Examiner’s position in the rejection as well as rebutting applicant’s arguments). Since the 
claimed invention did not recite that the safe is part of one network while the communication 
interface connects such network to another external network, the rejection’s interpretation in 
which the network that the communication interface/port is connected to that is external to the 
safe constitutes an “external network”. 

2) In conclusion, applicant’s arguments are not deemed persuasive, and the rejection is 
maintained. 



Conclusion 
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8. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin C. Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-2963. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon -Thu 1 1 :00Am-7:30Pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Beiyanunl^Lee 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2612 



B.L. 




